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There were no legislative changes 

to Class Size for 2016-17.

Class Size Changes



Summary Class Size Core Course Changes

 0 Courses removed from 2015-16 Class Size Core Courses

 6 courses added to the 2016-17 Class Size Core Courses

 Total 2016-17 Class Size Core Courses = 326

 1617 Class Size Core Course list:
 Course Code Directory file (updated weekly):

DPS.DISTRICT.K9.F62806.Y1516

 Record position 687: “Y” = Class Size Core Course

Class Size Changes



Trends in Class Size Reduction 

2002-03 to 2015-16

Traditional Public Schools
Statewide School-level Averages

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

Grades 9-12 24.10 24.06 23.65 22.96 22.19 21.55 21.49 21.94 20.47 20.08 19.89 19.16 19.01 18.92

Grades 4-8 24.16 22.43 21.30 20.48 19.42 18.74 18.60 18.91 17.87 18.16 18.03 17.57 17.75 17.96

Grades PK-3 23.07 20.54 18.98 18.16 16.96 16.25 15.95 16.39 15.49 15.61 15.56 15.05 15.46 15.45

23.07 20.54 18.98 18.16 16.96 16.25 15.95 16.39 15.49 15.61 15.56 15.05 15.46 15.45
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Trends in Class Size Reduction 

2010-11 to 2015-16

Charter Schools
Statewide School-level Averages

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

Grades 9-12 16.89 19.39 18.08 18.28 18.10 17.80

Grades 4-8 16.75 19.46 18.27 19.42 19.38 19.50

Grades PK-3 16.57 19.46 17.59 16.80 16.85 16.97

16.57 19.46 17.59 16.80 16.85 16.97
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Trends in Class Size Reduction 

2013-14 to 2015-16

Schools of Choice
Statewide School-level Averages

2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

Grades 9-12 19.53 20.60 20.55

Grades 4-8 18.44 18.47 18.36

Grades PK-3 16.08 15.89 15.91

16.08 15.89 15.91

18.44 18.47 18.36

19.53 20.60 20.55



Percentage of Non-Compliant
(pre-appeals)

Total Non-Compliant % Non-Compliant

Traditional

Classrooms
154,085 1,345 0.87%

Charter

Schools
632 44 6.96%

Choice

Schools
2,237 18 0.80%



Student Course Schedule Format

 District Number, Current Enrollment 

 School Number, Current Enrollment 

 District Number, Current 

Instruction/Service 

 School Number, Current 

Instruction/Service 

 Student Number Identifier, Florida 

 Course Number 

 Section Number 

 Period Number 

 Grade Level 

 Term 

 Day of Week Scheduled, Monday 

 Day of Week Scheduled, Tuesday 

 Day of Week Scheduled, Wednesday 

 Day of Week Scheduled, Thursday 

 Day of Week Scheduled, Friday 

 Day of Week Scheduled, Saturday 

 Day of Week Scheduled, Date Certain 

 Class Minutes, Weekly

 Blended Course 

Formats, Elements, and Tables Used In Class Size Processing

 District Number, Current Enrollment 

 School Number, Current Enrollment 

 District Number, Current 

Instruction/Service 

 School Number, Current 

Instruction/Service 

 Social Security Number (Teacher) 

 Term 

 Term/Survey Indicator

 Course Number 

 Section Number 

 Period Number 

 Facility Type 

 Classroom Identification (FISH) Number 

 Scheduling Method 

 Certification/Licensure/Qualification 

Status

 Team Teacher Training

Teacher Course Format



Every unique classroom must be assigned a 

Classroom ID/FISH number.

 Files are created automatically by FDOE 

twice a day during daily processing window

 AM run includes the updates processed 

overnight  

DPS##.GQ.F70303.Yyyyy.INITIAL.FISH (AM file) 

 PM run includes updates since 12 noon  

DPS##.GQ.F70393.Yyyyy.BATCH.FISH (PM file)

 File format - DPS.District.Format.Yyyyy

(F70393)

Formats, Elements, and Tables Used In 

Class Size Processing



Master School ID Table

 To distinguish Department of 

Juvenile Justice Facilities, 

Charter Schools, Virtual Schools, 

Magnet Schools, Alternative 

Schools, Schools of Choice, and 

Innovation Schools of Technology

Core Courses included for 

Class Size Reduction

 DPS.DISTRICT.K9.F62806.Y1617

 Mathematics, Language 

Arts/Reading, Science, Social 

Studies, Exceptional Student 

Education, and English for 

Speakers of Other Languages 

courses

Other Important Tables



Steps in Calculation

1) Count the number of students in each course 

within each class (term*/period/FISH). 

2) Determine the main course** taught in each class 

based on the course with the majority of 

students.

NOTES:

*Step 1: See slide on Term Combining.

**Step 2: If the count of students in a core course is equal

to the count of students in a non-core course, then the 

main course is core.



Steps in Calculation
3) Determine main grade taught in each class 

based on the grade with the majority of 
students in the main course.

Notes:

• Middle school classroom - if main course (course number with 

majority of students assigned to that classroom) is a high 

school course, then class size maximum is 25 students as 

required by legislation.

• If the highest number of students is equal for two or more 

grades in the same room, then the highest single grade (not 

grade group) is determined to be the main grade. 

Example: If in the main course, there are:

– two 2nd grade students

– two 3rd grade students

– three 4th grade students

then the main grade = 4th grade



Steps in Calculation

4) Identify the classes in which the main course is a 

“core” course. 

5) Count the number of students in each class 

allowing for adjustments based on scheduling 

method (see Special Scheduling Section).

Note: This will be the class size calculation for 
Traditional classrooms.



6) For Charter Schools and Schools of Choice 

calculate the grade group average: 

Total students in each class/total number of classes

Steps in Calculation

• Notes:

• Calculate steps 1-5 for each class.

• Divide the total number of students in each class for 
each grade group by the total number of classes in 
each grade group.

Example: Elementary School, Grade Group 4-8 class size 
average calculation: 

• 4th – 542 students,  30 classes

• 5th – 573 students, 31 classes

• Total students = 1115 Total classes = 61

• 1115/61 = 18.27 class size average



 Facility Types = 

 02 (Hospital),

 05 (State Correctional), 

 06 (Federal Correctional), 

 07 (County Correctional), 

 08 (City Correctional),

 09 (Other facility not owned by school 

district) – Courses in this facility type are 

excluded if course number begins with 

alpha

 10 (Home)

Class Size Exclusions



 School Numbers = 

 3518 (McKay) 

 7001, 7004, 7006, 7023 (Virtual) 

 9994-9997, (Reportable Programs) 

 N998 (home education)

 N999 (Out-of-state or nonpublic)

 District = 68 School for Deaf/Blind, 71 (Virtual)

 School Function Setting = D (DJJ), V (Virtual)

Class Size Exclusions



 Duplicate students in the same class  

 Note: If a student is enrolled in both an 

Inclusion and Non-Inclusion course, the 

Inclusion course record is included in the 

Inclusion adjustment. 

 Postsecondary (Dual Enrollment Course)-

Course Number that begins with an alpha 

character

 Blended Learning Courses – Teacher Course 

Records where Blended Learning Course = Y

Class Size Exclusions



 Period Number NN88 (where NN is numeric) -

Non-standard meeting time course in which the 

student is scheduled in classes that meet 

differing periods during the week 

 Days of the Week Scheduled not equal to Friday

 Term/Survey Indicator = “N” (Term is not 

occurring during state reporting period being 

submitted) 

Class Size Exclusions



Co-teaching (Scheduling Method ‘C’): 

• Two or more teachers assigned to a group of students and 

each teacher is responsible for all of the students during the 

entire class period.  In order to be considered co-teaching, 

each teacher is responsible for planning, delivering and 

evaluating instruction for all students in a class or subject 

for the entire class period 

OR

Inclusion-teaching (Scheduling Method ‘I’):

• Two or more teachers are assigned to a group of students, 

but one of the teachers is only responsible for one student 

or a small group of students in the classroom

Special Scheduling: 

Team-Teaching



Teaching strategies, including team teaching, co-teaching, or inclusion 

teaching, implemented on or after July 1, 2005, may be implemented 

subject to the following restrictions:

1. Reasonable limits shall be placed on the number of students in a 

classroom so that classrooms are not overcrowded. 

2. At least one member of the team must have at least 3 years of 

teaching experience. 

3. At least one member of the team must be teaching-in-field.

• In-field data is reported on Teacher Course format, element 

Certification/Licensure/Qualification Status, codes ‘A’, ‘H’, ‘I’, 

‘M’, ‘S’ or ‘V’.

4. The teachers must be trained in team-teaching methods within 1 

year after assignment.

• Team-teacher training data is reported on Teacher Course 

format, element Team Teacher Training, codes ‘A’-’D’.  (Code 

‘Z’ is for team teachers in non-class size courses).

Team-Teaching Strategies



Team Teaching Trends
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Team Teaching Classes



1) ‘I’-Teachers may plausibly instruct up to 2 groups of 
students (course/sections) during a single period.

2) In order for the Class Size Team-Teaching adjustment 
to be made, all students served by the ‘I’-Teacher 
must be enrolled either:
a) with the ‘I’-Teacher only in a unique Course & Section;

or

b) with both the ‘I’-Teacher and the Non-’I’ Teacher.

Scheduling Guidance 

Inclusion Teaching

Note: if 2b is true, then:

– the ‘I’-Teacher and Non-’I’ Teacher may be teaching the same 
Course, but they must be teaching different Sections;

and

– the duplicate ‘I’-student will be dropped from the Non-’I’ 
Teacher’s course when calculating.



• Co-Teaching (‘C’): 
# of ‘C’ students in the class/# of ‘C’ teachers in the class

• Inclusion (‘I’): 

# of ‘I’ students in the class/# of non-I teachers in the class 
+ 1 (inclusion teacher)

Team-Teaching 

Class Size Adjustment Formula

Note: the result of the ‘I’ adjustment is added to the rest 

of the students in the class.

Example: in a class there are 3 ‘I’ students (with 1 ‘I’ 

teacher) and 17 ‘S’ students (with 1 ‘S’ teacher)

Adjustment steps:

a. 3/2 = 1.5  (1.5 truncated = 1)

b. b. 1 + 17 = 18



Special Scheduling: 
Multi-Use Classroom or Pods

Multi-Use Classroom or Pod (Scheduling Method = ‘M’)

 More than one class meets during the same period in 

a space designated by one FISH number but 

separated by temporary “walls”

 Each teacher who is the primary teacher for each 

group of students should be coded with Scheduling 

Method ‘M’

 # of ‘M’ students in the class/# of ‘M’ teachers in the 

class



Special Scheduling:
Alternating Schedule

Alternate Week or Day (Scheduling Method = ‘A’)

 Teacher meets with different groups of students in same 

course/classroom, but alternate weeks or days

 Does not work if alternating on other than a 2-day or bi-

weekly rotation (e.g. 3-day or 6-day rotation)

 For each Teacher Course record with Scheduling Method = 

A, there must exist at least one other Teacher Course 

record with a different Course/Section combination and 

the same Scheduling Method (at least 2 A’s) 

 # of ‘A’ students in the class divided by 2                                           

(2 stands for the alternating rotation)



Special Scheduling:
Multiple Scheduling Methods

The Class Size Calculation does not make multiple 
special scheduling adjustments in a room/period.

 For example, if there are Teacher Course records 
reported in a room/period with Scheduling Method = 
‘M’ and ‘A’. The adjustment will only be made for the 
greatest special scheduling adjustment and the rest of 
the students will be added to the adjustment.

In cases where there are Teacher Course records 
reported in a room/period and ‘I’ is one of the 
multiple special scheduling methods, the ‘I’ 
adjustment will be made and only one other special 
scheduling adjustment.



Special Scheduling:
Multiple Terms in a Room

(Term Combining)

When students are 

scheduled in the 

same room/period 

in multiple terms 

and Term/Survey 

Indicator = Y, terms 

are combined.

Term 

Combinations
Conversion Process 

1, 3 1 and 3 are converted to 1

2, 3 2 and 3 are converted to 2

1, 6 1 and 6 are converted to 6

1, 7 1 and 7 are converted to 7

3, 6 3 and 6 are converted to 6

1, 3, 6 1, 3 and 6 are converted to 6

3, 7 3 and 7 are converted to 7

2, 8 2 and 8 are converted to 8

1, 3, 7 1, 3 and 7 are converted to 7

3, 8 3 and 8 are converted to 8

2, 9 2 and 9 are converted to 9

3, 9 3 and 9 are converted to 9

2, 3, 8 2, 3 and 8 are converted to 8

2, 3, 9 2, 3 and 9 are converted to 9



Special Scheduling:
No Friday Core Courses

• The algorithm only counts classes taught on 
Friday

• Some schools have NO core courses scheduled 
on Fridays

• No core courses taught on Friday?

• If an ENTIRE school has no core courses 

scheduled on Friday, code the Day of the 

Week Scheduled, Date Certain ‘Y’

• This does not apply to schools not being 

scheduling on Friday during Survey Week 

due to holiday or planning day  



Class Size Reports

Report Data File Summary

F70408 F70587 School Level Class Average Report - shows Traditional, Charter and 
Choice School-level average for each grade group. Use to determine 
Charter and Choice compliance. 

F71167 F71168 Only lists Traditional classroom/periods that are out of compliance. Use 
to determine Traditional class compliance. 

F70415 F70615 Summary report that displays the total adjusted student count and 
student and FTE overage per classroom/period. Shows Traditional, 
Charter, and Choice. 

F70412 F70424 Detailed report for each PK-3 grade class listed in the district summary 
report F70415. This report will show you all courses, sections, and 
grades in every FISH/period. Shows Traditional, Charter, and Choice. 

F70413 F70425 Detailed report for each 4-8 grade class listed in the district summary 
report F70415. This report will show you all courses, sections, and 
grades in every FISH/period. Shows Traditional, Charter, and Choice. 

F70414 F70426 Detailed report for each 9-12 grade class listed in the district summary 
report F70415. This report will show you all courses, sections, and 
grades in every FISH/period. Shows Traditional, Charter, and Choice. 



Report Data File Summary

F70466 F70588 Numerator and Denominators for all schools found on Class Average 
Table.  
Total Students = a
Total Classes = b
Average = a/b
Students Over = a – (b*Grade Group Max)

F70467 F70470 (PK-3 report), List just those classroom/periods whose adjusted student 
count is  CAP+10 or 10 and under.  Shows Traditional, Charter, and 
Choice. 

F70468 F70471 (4-8 report), List just those classroom/periods whose adjusted student 
count is CAP+10 or 10 and under. Shows Traditional, Charter, and 
Choice. 

F70469 F70472 (9-12 report), List just those classroom/periods whose adjusted student 
count is CAP+10 or 10 and under. Shows Traditional, Charter, and 
Choice. 

F70631 F70632 Counts all classroom/periods  where at least one teacher has 
Scheduling Method = C.  

Class Size Reports



Class Size Data Website

http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/EDS/ClassSize/index.cfm

• A great resource to use when troubleshooting data reporting 

errors or ensuring data reporting quality.

• Districts can request access to this website

http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/EDS/ClassSize/index.cfm


After logging into the website, the specific year, 

survey, and school can be selected. 

Class Size Data Website



A listing of all classrooms (FISH) and periods will be 

displayed with term, main course, core course 

indicator, main grade, and adjust count if core course.

Each fish and period can be selected for more detailed 

information.  

Class Size Data Website



A listing of all courses and sections scheduled in the 

selected FISH will display.

Each course/section can be selected for more 

detailed information.

Class Size Data Website



A detailed listing of all students and teachers scheduled 

in the selected course/section will be displayed.

Class Size Data Website



• Districts/schools are not limited to a specific 

type of appeal reason, but the most common 

appeal reason is data reporting error

• There are two parts to each data reporting error 

appeal for each class:

1. Manually correcting the data in the Online 

Class Size Appeals Application 

http://app2.fldoe.org/ClassSizeAppeal/

2. Uploading supporting documentation using 

ShareFile for correct data during Survey 2 

week (e.g., student/teacher schedules, 

etc.).

Class Size Appeals
Reasons for Appeal

http://app2.fldoe.org/ClassSizeAppeal/


 Who Uses the Online Appeals Application?

 Districts with at least one traditional class 

out of compliance

 Districts with at least one School of Choice 

out of compliance

 Non-compliant charter schools

 Data in the web application is at the class-level 

for Traditional, Charter, and Choice schools to 

assist the district or charter school in making 

reporting corrections (same data that appears on 

report F70415)

Class Size Appeals Application
Correcting Data Reporting Errors



CONTACTS

Data Reporting

Kendra Jahnke

850.245.9912

Kendra.Jahnke@fldoe.org

Anthony (Tony) Justice

850.245.9072

Tony.Justice@fldoe.org

Funding

Lee Davis

850.245.9098

Lee.Davis@fldoe.org
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